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The future of humanity passes
through the family...

- Pope Saint John Paul II
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The Year of St Joseph
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Extraordinary Gifts of Christian Life:  Faith



Each of us can discover in Joseph –
the man who goes unnoticed, a
daily, discreet and hidden presence –
an intercessor, a support and a
guide in times of trouble. 

Pope Francis has officially dedicated this
year to St Joseph, protector of the Holy
Family and patron of the universal Church.  
In his apostolic letter, Patris Corde, the Holy

The greatness of Saint Joseph is that he was the spouse of
Mary and the father of Jesus. In this way, he placed
himself, in the words of Saint John Chrysostom, 'at the
service of the entire plan of salvation'.

Saint Paul VI pointed out that Joseph concretely expressed
his fatherhood 'by making his life a sacrificial service to
the mystery of the incarnation and its redemptive
purpose. He employed his legal authority over the Holy

The Year of St Joseph

Father reflects on the person and role of St Joseph, both in the lives of Jesus &
Mary, and in the continuing life of the Church:

Family to devote himself completely to them in his life and work. He turned his
human vocation to domestic love into a superhuman oblation of himself, his heart
and all his abilities, a love placed at the service of the Messiah who was growing to
maturity in his home.'

Saint Joseph reminds us that those who
appear hidden or in the shadows can play an
incomparable role in the history of salvation.

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html


FaithFaith

the extraordinary gifts of ordinary Christian life

Faith

Lord, I believe, help my unbelief!

faith

is a supernatural gift by which we believe in God and
all His promises to us. By faith we both intellectually
assent and make a commitment of our lives to God.
This virtue enables us to launch out upon the waves
of life in trust and peace. In the Gospels, Jesus often
speaks of faith. 

Although we receive                  as a gift in baptism, it must be

nurtured and developed through prayer and choosing to live in

accordance with God's law. The honest prayer of the man in the

Gospel of Mark is a good place to start!  

Take some time to look up these verses and pray about the next 

step in that God is inviting you to take: 

Matthew13:58

Mark 9:24

faith

Matthew 6:30 Matthew 9:2Matthew 8:10

Luke 7:9 Luke 7:50 Luke 8:25 Luke 8:48 Luke 18:8



The following will be the daily themes for CSW 2021:

(1) Monday: Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith.
(2) Tuesday: Catholic Schools: Communities of Learning 
(3) Wednesday: Catholic Schools: Communities of Love
(4) Thursday: Catholic Schools: Communities of Resilience
(5) Friday: Catholic Schools: Communities of Hope 

As in previous years the resources for Catholic Schools Week will be
uploaded on www.catholicschools.ie in time for January.  Posters in
English and Irish  will be sent to all schools in early January.

Catholic Schools
Week 2021

Do not be aftraid, for I am with you.  - Jesus
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Communities of Faith and Resilience

https://www.catholicschools.ie/resources-for-use-in-catholic-schools/

