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Underlying Principles 

• The school has a responsibility to make every effort to ensure the safety, health and well-being of 

all members of our school community – children, parents and staff. This plan has been formulated 

to better ensure that the school can exercise that duty of care. 

 

• Assuming it is in keeping with public health advice and guidelines issued by the Department of 

Education and Skills, it is preferable for all children to return to school for all five days of the school 

week and for a full school day. This plan has been formulated to achieve that aim. 

 

• It is not possible to eliminate the risk of infection. However, with the co-operation of all members 

of our school community, it is possible to minimise the risk of the virus being introduced to school 

and the consequent risk of its spread. 

 

• As well as co-operation, the flexibility and goodwill of all will be required to ensure the plan can 

be implemented. 

 

Assumptions 

All children return to school and classes operate within a ‘bubble system’ on Sept 1st 2020 

A class will be known as a ‘bubble’ and small groups within the class will be known as ‘pods’ 

 

Co-operation is needed from the whole school community: 

• All classes will enter and exit through classroom door on school yard. 

• The school is split into 2 groups, arranged alphabetically with two drop off/collection times 

• Group 1 (Surnames A-Ke): Arrive 8.50am, Leave 2.30pm every day.   

• Group 2:( Surnames Kh-Z): Arrive 9.10am, Leave 2.50pm every day.   

• You will be contacted by the school to confirm your group. 

• All pupils will enter via the classroom door on the school yard via the front gate 

• No parents are allowed in to the school yard in the morning with the exception of parents of 

the Junior and Senior Infant classes 

• Parents collect from outside the classrooms every afternoon. One-way system applies. Entry via 

the front gate and exit via the back gate 

• Hand sanitiser is available in all classroom and at the entry and exit points of the school 

• During the day class levels will have different morning break times and lunch break times 

• Each class has a designated play in the yard and will be supervised by the same two teachers 

each time, class teacher and support teacher 

• The day will include two 20-minute breaks 

• We ask for co-operation with these times as it will mean that the numbers arriving in the 

morning and leaving in the afternoon at any one time will be minimised 

• Teachers will be in the classrooms awaiting the children’s arrival at family appointed times 

• No adults, other than staff members, should enter the building 

• Parents should drop children at the school gate and children go immediately into class. No 

waiting in the school yard and staff will be on the yard to direct children to their classrooms 

• Messages for teachers can be sent by email, Aladdin Connect or by phoning the school office 

• Within each class from 3rd to 6th, the children will be further divided into pods, with a minimum 

distance of 1 metre being maintained between pods 
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New rules and new routines 

We look forward to welcoming all our pupils back to school!  

Pupils will need to be supported returning to school with new rules and routines that will be in place.  

Children will need to wash their hands with soap and water and dry with a paper towel before 

applying sanitiser many times during the day and especially: 

• Before leaving for school 

• On arrival in the classroom 

• Before and after eating 

• After using the bathroom 

• When children come inside the school after playtime 

 

Uniforms 

There is no evidence to suggest that asking children to wear freshly laundered uniforms every day is 

an effective measure to limit the spread of Covid-19. School uniforms should be washed regularly in 

line with good hygiene. If uniforms are visibly dirty or soiled they should be washed. 

 

Lunch boxes and water bottles 

Your child can bring a lunch box and water bottle to school, but they should be the only person to 

handle these items during the school day and should not share or swap their lunch with other 

children. This aligns with regular good practice to protect children with allergies from accidental 

exposure to allergens such as nuts. The virus that causes COVID-19 survives for longer on hard 

surfaces like lunchboxes and water bottles, compared to soft fabrics like clothing, so these items 

should only be used by one child and should be cleaned daily with regular household cleaning 

products. 

 

Face coverings 

 Guidelines from the Department of Education and Skills does not recommend that primary school 

pupils wear face coverings. 

 

Collection of Children during the School Day 

If an adult has to collect a child during the course of the school day, the following arrangements will 

apply: 

• When the adult arrives at the school, they should either phone the office or use the intercom at 

the front door of the school to alert the office that they have arrived 

• The adult who is collecting will be asked to sign the child out and then collect the child from class 

• No adult should enter the school building, unless invited to do so 

 

Visitors to the school will be: 

• minimised as much as possible 

• by prior appointment 

• received inside the main door 

• subject to same measures as staff entering the school 

• perform proper hygiene on arrival 

• remain 2m physical distance from pupils and staff 

• sign a contact tracing log 

 

Shared staff between classes will: 
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• take particular care to maintain physical distancing, proper hand/respiratory hygiene in 

moving throughout the school 

• records of their contacts will be maintained as they may be needed for contact tracing 

purposes 

What to do if a child has symptoms of COVID -19 

Students who have symptoms of COVID-19, including fever, new cough, shortness of breath, 

breathing difficulties or loss or change to their sense of smell or taste should not attend school. 

 

Please phone your doctor and follow guidance on self-isolation. Your doctor (not the school) will 

advise whether COVID-19 testing is required and will arrange testing if necessary. 

Dealing with a suspected case of Covid-19  

If a pupil displays symptoms of Covid-19 while in the building, the following are the procedures which 

will be implemented: 

• The child should tell the teacher straight away if they develop symptoms 

• Parents/guardians will be contacted immediately 

• The child will be accompanied to the designated isolation area via the isolation route by a member 

of staff. The staff member will remain at least 2 metres away from the symptomatic child and will 

also make sure that others maintain a distance of at least 2 metres from the symptomatic child at 

all times 

• A mask will be provided for the child presenting with symptoms, if one is available. He/she should 

wear the mask if in a common area with other people or while exiting the premises 

• The school will facilitate the child presenting with symptoms to remain in isolation, if they cannot 

immediately go home 

• If the child is well enough to go home, the school will arrange for them to be transported home by 

a family member, as soon as possible, and advise them to inform their GP by phone of their 

symptoms. Public transport of any kind should not be used 

• If they are too unwell to go home or advice is required, the school will contact 999 or 112 and 

inform them that the sick child is a Covid-19 suspect. 

• The child presenting with symptoms should be advised to cover their mouth and nose with the 

disposable tissue provided when they cough or sneeze and to put the tissue in the waste bag 

provided 

• Arrangements will be made for appropriate cleaning of the isolation area and work areas involved. 

 

The HSE will inform any staff/parents who have come into close contact with a diagnosed case via 

the contact tracing process. The HSE will contact all relevant persons where a diagnosis of COVID-19 

is made. The instructions of the HSE should be followed.Please be advised the process is HSE-led not 

school-led. 
 

Children who should not attend school 

If your child is in one of the following categories, they should not attend school –  

• Children who have been diagnosed with Covid-19 

• Children who have been in close contact with a person who has been diagnosed with Covid-19  

• Children who have a suspected case of Covid-19 and the outcome of the test is pending 

• Children who have been in contact with a person who has a suspected case of Covid-19 and the 

outcome of the test is pending 
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• Children with underlying health conditions who have been directed by a medical professional 

not to attend school 

• Children who have returned home after travelling abroad and must self-isolate for 14 days 

• Children who are generally unwell 

 

Supporting the Learning of Children who cannot attend school 

If a child due to being ‘high risk’ is  certified unable to attend school for an extended period of 

time please inform the principal immediately by emailing principal@scoilmhathairde.ie 

Children unable to attend for an extended period of time, the class teacher (and/or the learning 

support teacher, where relevant), will share with parents suggested activities to support the 

child’s learning at home. 

 
Impact of a Suspected or Confirmed Case of Covid-19 in a Class 

If the school is notified that a person in your child’s class has a suspected/confirmed case of Covid19 

• The parents of all children in the class will be notified 

• Public health advice will be sought and followed  

• It is important to note that management of a suspected or confirmed case of Covid-19 will be led 

by Public health and not the school 

 

Temperature checks 

The public health advice is that temperature checking is not recommended because fever is not a 

consistent symptom of COVD-19 in children. Schools will not take children’s temperatures every 

morning 

 

Sharing textbooks, pens and pencils with other children 

• It is requested that all children bring their own pens, pencils, colours, rubbers, etc., to school in 

their own pencil case to avoid the sharing of equipment 

• It is further requested that all items have the child’s name on them for ease of identification 

• The virus that causes COVID-19 survives for longer on hard surfaces like textbook covers and 

pencil cases so these items should be only be used by one child and should be cleaned daily with 

regular household cleaning products. Cleaning of textbook covers can be facilitated by covering 

with clear plastic wrapping. 

 

Shared Equipment 

By necessity, some classroom equipment needs to be shared including tablets, laptops and the 

equipment used for structured activities and play in Infant classrooms. Cleaning of such shared 

equipment with wipes or other cleaning products will take place at regular intervals to minimise the 

risk of the spread of infection. 

 

One-Way System 

A one-way system will be in place on all corridors in the school and in the classroom 

A one-way system will also apply to arriving by front gate and leaving by back gate 

 

Yards 

Yards will be supervised by class teachers, learning support teachers and SNA’s working within class 

bubbles. 

 

mailto:principal@scoilmhathairde.ie
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In preparation for returning to school 

Visit www.gov.ie/back to school for all advice re returning to school 

A video with back to school advice for Junior Infant classes to Second class is available on gov.ie/back 

to school 

 

Learning Support 

In keeping with our Special Education policy, learning support will be provided by a blended approach 

of in-class support and withdrawal. The provision of support will be organised to ensure our support 

teachers will work within the confines of as few bubbles as possible. 

• Where a support teacher is working alongside a class teacher in a classroom, both teachers must 

be mindful of maintaining social distance from one another. 

• Where children from 3rd to 6th Class receive support in one of the SET rooms, social distancing of 

1 metre will be maintained between each child in the group. 

• The tables and chairs in SET rooms will be wiped clean in between different groups attending 

 

PPE 

While it is not envisaged that PPE will be worn by staff in general, staff who are attending to particular 

care needs or who are administering first aid will wear appropriate PPE including gloves and face 

masks. 

 

Teacher Absence and Substitution 

In the event that teacher is unable to attend school, every effort will be made to secure a substitute 

teacher for the class.  If a substitute teacher is not available on no account will any class be divided. 

 

PE 

Where possible, PE should take place outdoors and use of equipment should be confined to the sets 

that have been distributed to class groupings. If the PE hall is being used by class groupings, common 

touch points should be cleaned at intervals throughout the school day. 

 

Extra-curricular Activities 

The possibility of facilitating extra-curricular activities will be explored. However, no activities are 

organised so that children from other classes do not mix with each other. 

 

Updates 

This plan will be updated in accordance with Department of Education and Skills advice as well as HSE, 

and public health advice and the updated document will be available on the school website 

www.scoilmhathairde.ie 

 

How we can all support the safe reopening of school by following the public health measures put in 

place by the government. 

These measures include the following: 

• physical distancing should continue to be maintained at all times 

• hand hygiene – wash your hands well and often 

• respiratory hygiene – cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or bent elbow when coughing 

or sneezing, and discard used tissue safely 

http://www.gov.ie/back
http://www.scoilmhathairde.ie/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/cf9b0d-new-public-health-measures-effective-now-to-prevent-further-spread-o/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/cf9b0d-new-public-health-measures-effective-now-to-prevent-further-spread-o/
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• wear a face covering when appropriate – by law, you have to wear a face covering on public 

transport, in shops, shopping centres and some other indoor settings. See the full list of 

places where you should wear a face covering here 

• keep your close contacts/social network to a small number of people 

• avoid crowded areas. If an area looks busy, go somewhere else or return at a quieter time 

Parents and guardians can support the safe reopening of schools by following the advice included 

on www.gov.ie/backtoschool and by complying with all measures advised by Government and 

schools to reduce the risk of COVID-19. 

These measures include: 

• encourage children to walk or cycle to school where safe and appropriate 

• do not congregate at school gates 

• provide your child with age-appropriate information about COVID-19 and empower then to 

protect themselves by teaching them about physical distancing, hand hygiene, respiratory 

hygiene and wearing face coverings as appropriate. Role model these behaviours and make 

them the norm in your household 

• comply with measures introduced by our school with staggered drop off and collection times 

for pupils 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/aac74c-guidance-on-safe-use-of-face-coverings/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/aac74c-guidance-on-safe-use-of-face-coverings/
https://www.gov.ie/backtoschool
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